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Instructor: Rich Freeman
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Who are the people who gave rise to Indian civilization, and where did
they come trom? What 1s the nature of this civilization, and how did 1t
persist through the rise and fall of various kingdoms and the religious
developments of Vedicism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Hinduism? From _
the earliest urban centers of the Indus Valley, through the major classical 8% -

and medieval kingdoms, down to the advent of Islamic cultures, this | B > <
seminar draws on the archeological, literary, linguistic, art-historical, and | o8
anthropological evidence to explore the history and diversity of Indic

peoples, and to chart theirr complex social, religious, and caste

organization into the ftlourishing states and empires that made up

premodern India. The course will highlight the flows and interactions of

peoples, technologies and 1deas both within the Indic cultural sphere, and

between this sphere and wider world of Asia, the Middle East and Europe.

[t 1s paired with an optional, halt-credit Digital India Lab, where students

can explore and develop other resources or topics of mnterest to enrich the

class-experience.
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